
USE OF COPYRIGHTED MATERIALS 
Copyright is a protection given to original written materials and works of art.  It 

allows the author or the artist to control the reproduction of her work.  Since 1978, all 
materials enjoy copyright protection from their inception, even if the author or artist.  As 
a result, Stats may not reproduce written materials or worksite materials or works or 
unless the works are considered within the public domain or meet the criteria established 
by the Fair Use Act.   

Public Domain: Works that fall within the public domain are those that contain 
common information.  Examples include height and weight charts, standard calendars, 
and the like.   

Fair Use Act: Under the Fair Use Act, copyrighted works may be reproduced, for 
instructional purposes only, without permission, if ALL the following criteria apply. 

 Spontaneity: There is not enough time to obtain copyright permission. 

 Single Use for a class.  Copyright permission must be obtained if it is to be 
copied for subsequent classes must be obtained. 

Length: The portions of the work may that be copied are limited in length.  
Paragraphs or a few pages may be copied; whole chapters may not be copied. 

Petra College will seek copyright permission for works that are not within the 
public domain or do not meet the parameters of the Fair Use Act Employees are reminded 
that State Career College curricula are the property of and may not be copied or used 
outside of their employment with State Career College. 


